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October 31, 2011

The Honorable Lee Hamilton

Lieutenant General Brent Scowcroft, USAF (Ret.)
Co-Chairmen

Blue Ribbon Commission on America’s Nuclear Future
1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C.20585

Re: Comments on the Blue Ribbon Commission’s July® 2011 Draft Report.

Dear Co-Chairmen Hamilton and Scowcroft:

The Nuclear Waste Strategy Coalition (NWSC), amaclgroup of state utility regulators, state attgisigeneral,
electric nuclear utilities and associate membagysegenting 45 organizations in 32 states applédwBlue Ribbon
Commission (BRC) for its’ July 29, 2011 Draft Repimr overhaul the nation’s failed nuclear waste aggment
program as it addresses many of the items thai¥i€8C has advocated for and we are pleased to aidifer
comments in support of those.

By way of background, the NWSC was formed in 1998adj frustration at the lack of progress the Dapant of
Energy (DOE) had made in developing a permanermtsiepy for spent nuclear fuel (SNF) and high-level
radioactive waste (HLRW), as well as Congresslarfaito sufficiently fund the nuclear waste dispgsagram on
an annual basis.

As for the BRC Draft Report, we remain deeply dszipted the BRC has chosen not to weigh in on vérdtie
Yucca Mountain License Application process showdabmpleted to determine, based on the sciencehertihe
site is suitable as a repository for the natiolé-&nd HLRW. $15 billion has been spent on the udountain
program. Ratepayers have fulfilled their side @f largain paying over $25 billion into the Nucl#éaste Fund.
They deserve to know if Yucca Mountain is a sugaigipository site. Simply to end the program wibhsgientific
justification, especially when there is no plan ;Biakes no sense. As the Commission points dieiDraft
Report, choosing a repository site other than YiMoantain will require an amendment to the Nuch&ste
Policy Act, a process that will take much time ec@mplish. Until the statute is amended it is &ne bf the land
and needs to be adhered to. We respectfully askligtinguished Commission to provide its’ pergjwecon the
completion of the Yucca Mountain License Applicatjgrocess in your Final Report.

The NWSC supports the Commission’s draft recommigmaléor a “consent-based” approach to siting naicle
waste management and disposal facilities. We abere is much to learn from the Waste Isolatidotf®roject,
which has now surpassed 10,000 safe shipmentgloflevel waste to the Carlsbad, New Mexico faciliye note,
and remind the Committee, that a willing host sogbresent in Nye County, Nevada and the surrogndin
communities near Yucca Mountain.
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The Commission’s recommendation for “a new singlggpse organization to develop and implement asedu
integrated program for the transportation, storagé, disposal of nuclear waste” is critical to snecessful reform
of the program - and is consistent with past NW&&mmendations. The new organization must be serffiy
insulated from changes in the political landscapst, &hat regular, sufficient funding from the Nwal&Vaste Fund
is assured and the management and disposal pragramove forward with certainty. The success ef th
Commission’s other key recommendations are linkedtricably to the strength of this new organizatio

The NWSC strongly supports Commission draft reconaagons 4 and 5: “prompt efforts to develop... one o
more deep geologic facilities for the disposalérgt nuclear fuel and high-level waste”; and “promiforts to
develop...one or more consolidated interim storagditias...” Again, billions of dollars and decadekresearch
have been invested at Yucca Mountain and the Le@pplication process should continue to its’ cos@n.

Unfortunately, with an operating repository mangattes away, it makes sense to establish consalidatzim
storage facilities at one or more sites, beginmiith spent fuel stored at the nine decommissioeadtor sites as
the Commission recommends. Consolidated interimageowill allow the U.S. Department of Energy tgioe
fulfilling its’ obligation to remove spent nuclefrel from commercial spent fuel sites around thentiy, reduce the
number of sites storing spent nuclear fuel andh@sommission notes, allow for research and deweémt into the
extended storage of spent fuel and closing the badkof the fuel cycle. We agree with the Commissind join
others who have cautioned that consolidated intstarage must be coupled with a credible reposgiiyg
process, so that interim storage does not becorfectiepermanent storage.

The NWSC supports also the Commission’s Draft Regegtion 12 “Near-Term Actions” that could be urtdken
right away “using existing authority in the NWPAgspecially in the areas of storage and transpontaBhort of
choosing a site, DOE could begin the process oféamenting consolidated interim storage and makgress
toward the transportation of spent nuclear fudlisBhould include renewed funding for Section C36f the
NWPA which pays for emergency planning traininglfaral and tribal officials. An inventory of transpation
infrastructure needs near nuclear power plantgdcalgb be performed in preparation for transpor8ihg- and
HLRW.

We look forward to the Commission’s Final Reporflanuary 2012. We appreciate the effort of the @msioners
and BRC staff to engage stakeholders so extensowaythe past year and a half and for the workhee
accomplished to date.

Once again, thank you for the opportunity to comnmenthe Draft Report.

Respectfully yours,
= _— lf
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David Wright

Vice Chair, South Carolina Public Service Commissiend
Chairman, Nuclear Waste Strategy Coalition

C: Mr. Timothy A. Frazier, Designated Federal GéficBlue Ribbon Commission on America’s Nuclearureit



